I CLAIM : 

1. A wall member for use in constructing earth retaining walls, 
comprising a rectangular-shaped unitary shell member defined by two longitudinal walls 
and two end walls, the longitudinal walls and end walls defining an opening extending 
through the shell member for receiving filler material into the shell member, and wherein 
the end walls of the shell member are configured to connect to the end walls of additional 
shell members to form the earth retaining wall. 

2. The wall member of claim 1, wherein the shell member further 
comprises internal partitions defining a plurality of chambers within the shell member for 
receiving the filler material. 

3. The wall member of claim 2, wherein the internal partitions are 
formed integrally as part of the shell member. 

4. The wall member of claim 1, wherein the end walls of the shell 
member are configured to connect to the end walls of the additional shell members 
through a tongue-in-groove connection. 

5. The wall member of claim 1, wherein at least one of the 
longitudinal walls of the shell member is configured to connect to the end wall of one of 
the additional shell members. 

6. The wall member of claim 1, wherein the shell member is made of 

plastic. 

7. A retaining wall system, comprising a plurality of interconnected 
and rectangular-shaped unitary shell members, the shell members each defined by two 
longitudinal walls and two end walls, the longitudinal walls and end walls defining 
respective openings extending through the shell members for receiving filler material into 
the shell members, and wherein the shell members are interconnected at least along the 
end walls of the shell members to form the retaining wall system. 
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8. The retaining wall system of claim 7, wherein the shell members 
each include internal partitions defining a plurality of chambers within the shell members 
for receiving the filler material. 

9. The retaining wall system of claim 8, wherein the internal 
partitions are formed integrally as part of the shell members. 

10. The retaining wall system of claim 7, wherein the end walls of the 
shell members are connected through tongue-in-groove connections. 

11. The retaining wall system of claim 7, wherein the end wall of at 
least one of the shell members is connected to a longitudinal wall of another shell 
member configured to cooperate with the end wall to form a corner between the two shell 
members. 

12. The retaining wall system of claim 7, wherein the shell members 
are made of plastic. 

13. A method of forming a retaining wall for retaining earth, 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of rectangular-shaped unitary shell members, 
the shell members each defined by two longitudinal walls and two end walls, the 
longitudinal walls and end walls defining respective openings extending through the shell 
members for receiving filler material into the shell members; 

interconnecting the shell members at least along the end walls of 
the shell members to form the retaining wall; and 

filling the shell members with the filler material. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the shell members each include 
internal partitions defining a plurality of chambers, and the step of filling the shell 
members with filler material comprises filling the chambers with the filler material. 
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15. The method of claim 13, wherein the end walls of the shell 
members are connected through tongue-in-groove connections. 

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the end wall of at least one of the 
shell members is connected to a longitudinal wall of another shell member configured to 
cooperate with the end wall such that a corner is formed between the two shell members. 



{W0067747.1} 



-24- 



